Testing of nucleoside analogues in cats infected with feline leukemia virus: a model.
In the present communication we evaluate the feline leukemia virus (FeLV) infection of cats as a model for antiretroviral chemotherapy studies. Additionally, we report the results of testing the antiviral effect of the compounds, 3'-azido-3'-deoxythymidine (AZT), 2',3'-dideoxycytidine, 2',3'-dideoxyinosine and 2',3'-dideoxyadenosine against FeLV replication in vitro. Cumulative data from experiments in which FeLV-infected cats were treated with AZT at different stages of experimental infection are also evaluated.